Bonita Austin
Hunt Test Chair

Vizsla Club of the Carolinas

845 Barber Road

Southern Pines, NC

28387

October 11, 2005

Mr. James Kinnear

PO Box 120

Stamford, CT

06904

Dear Mr. Kinnear,

I am writing to thank you for allowing the Vizsla Club of the Carolinas to hold our puppy-training seminar on your beautiful hunting preserve.   Although the Vizsla is a sporting dog, many of our club members have little or no field experience.  Moreover, most of the 26 Vizslas that participated in the seminar previously had not been exposed to birds.  Training at Cedar Grove Plantation was a stunning way to introduce these young dogs and inexperienced handlers to the joys of fieldwork.  

I’ll never forget three things I witnessed while at the plantation -- the stirring sight of a field full of Vizslas and their owners hunting for birds in the tall cover, my own puppy finding his first birds, and another puppy on sheer instinct honoring my adult Vizsla’s point.  The seminar was such a success overall that several Vizsla owners are now training their dogs for recreational hunting and hunt tests for the first time.

It was a privilege for all of us to visit Cedar Grove.  The grounds are spectacular, and the staff is wonderful.  We all learned a lot from Don and his dogs.  Thank you for making all of these amazing resources available to us.  In appreciation for your generosity, I’ve enclosed a hand-painted jewelry box created by artist, Mimi Baker.  The members of the VCC hope you will enjoy this small symbol of our thanks.

Sincerely,

Bonita Austin

Hunt Test Chair 

